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J O H N  C .  W H I T E H E A D  
SCHOOL OF DIPLOMACY AND 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
S E T O N  H A L L  U N I V E R S I T Y  
American Grand Strategy 
DIPL 6132 
TH 6 : 1 5  -  8:25 PM 
Fal l201 1  
Instructor: 
Office hours: 
Office: 
Office Tel.: 
Home Tel.: 
E-mail 
Edislav Manetovic 
M 1-2, TU 8:25, W 1-2, TH 8:25 
135  McQuaid Hall 
275-2258 
2 q-568-9030 (please do not call before 10  am or after 10  pm) 
manetoed@sl1U.edu 
( . 
Course Description and Content 
This course briefly analyzes the history of American Grand Strategy and focuses on the 
Post-Cold War period. We will explore some of the most important debates in the past 
twenty years and then closely analyze two books written by acclaimed American foreign 
policy scholars and practitioners. 
The course is designed to introduce you to the subject-matter and to help you formulate a 
Grand Strategy for the US. You will start the project by closely reading and then 
discussing one of the most thoughtful proposals on American strategy for the 215 1  
Century, the Princeton Report. The Report is a collective bipartisan effort of numerous 
American scholars and politicians. Then we will create groups and each will begin 
researching, drafting, discussing, arid writing a new strategy beginning with a thoughtful 
critique of the Princeton Report. In order to accomplish the task of designing a strategy 
we will devote the first part of each class to analyzing the assigned texts. The second part 
of the class will be devoted to applying what we learned in that class to your concrete 
project. 
Throughout the semester we will try to link the readings with contemporary events. 
Hence, you should keep informed about relevant current events through regular reading 
of newspapers. You should read a newspaper that provides thorough coverage of 
international news (for example, The New York Times, Washington Post, The Wall Street 
Journal). If possible you should also read foreign newspapers. You may also want to 
'"{'I ',  
'  watch news on TV. BBC, CNN International, G�TV9 (from China) and Russia Today 
provide good insight into current events. You.will get a better insight if you follow news 
from different countries. · '  ·  .  ,  '  
Assignments and Grading Rules 
1)  Leading class discussion. Each student will start off a class discussion by presenting a 
1 0  minute analysis of an assigned article or book chapter. (I will assign texts during the 
first class.) Present the main thesis and outline the author's argument. Is the argument 
logically coherent? Does the author provide empirical evidence in support of the main 
thesis? Is the causal logic plausible? Is it problematic? Offer your own well-reasoned 
ideas on the topic. Can you offer new insights? 
2. Final exam. Use of books and notes will be prohibited. 
3 .  Policy paper. The class will be divided into groups. Each group will write a grand 
strategy for America in the 21st Century and present their research to the class. Each 
group is required to post an outline (max 2-3 pages) of their final presentation on 
Blackboard 5 days before the presentation. · 
I .  '  I  
4) Class participation and attendance. A.H. stu9.�ts are expected to do the reading in 
advance and to take part in the aiscussiori. �The quality of class sessions is greatly 
enhanced when students are prepared to engage the course material in a constructive 
fashion. Participation will be noted and credited to your grade. 
Poor attendance (two absences) will result in a reduction of your grade. Each absence, 
beyond the two excused, will reduce your final grade by 2%. 
Basis for Grade 
Chapter presentation 
(leading class discussion) 10% 
Final e x am . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30% 
Policy paper presentation 10% 
Policy paper 30% 
Class participation 20% 
Course Materials 
Andrew Bacevich, Washington Rules, Metropolitan Books, 2010. 
Zbigniew Brzezinski, The Choice, Basic Books, ?-005. 
Reading Packet . \ :  '.' �\� 1 · 
( ' 
Academic and Professional Integrity 
All forms of dishonesty, whether by act or omission, including, but not limited to, 
cheating, plagiarism and knowingly furnishing false information, are prohibited. Work 
2 
submitted in the course must be the product of the efforts of the student presenting the 
work. Contributions of others to the finished work must be appropriately acknowledged. 
Disability Services 
If you have a documented disability you ,may be eligible for accommodations, in 
academic classes, the residence halls, food . .  services areas, etc., under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. Students are not permitted to 
negotiate accommodations directly with professors. To receive accommodations or 
assistance, please self-identify at the Office of Disability Support Services (DSS), Duffy 
Hall, Room 67. The staff at DSS will help you to develop a plan for accommodations. 
For more information contact DSS at (973) 313-6003. 
I' 
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9/1 
9/8 
9/15 
9/22 
9/29 
10/6 
10/13 
10/20 
Topics and Readings 
Introduction 
Meaning of (Grand)Strategy 
Deibel, "Defining Strategy" 
Daniel Drezner, "The Challenging Future of Strategic Planning in Foreign 
Policy," in Drezner 
Stephen Krasner, "The Garbage Can Framework for Locating Policy 
Planning," in Drezner 
Strategy for the 2 I" Century? 
Princeton Report (Read this report closely and carefully because your 
papers will be structured around it. No excuses!) 
Course logistics 
Creating groups (realist, liberal, alternative 1 ,  alternative 2). 
Assigning topics for each group and students for each topic. 
Discussing how to proceed with your research. 
Historical roots of American foreign policy dilemmas 
Read chapter 3 (The Historical Context: Great Debates in American 
Foreign Policy, 1789-1945) in Bruce J entleson, American Foreign 
Policy 
Walter Russell Mead, Special Providence: American Foreign Policy and 
How It Changed the World, read chapters 3 and 8 
Huntington, "American Ideals versus American Institutions," in Ikenberry 
American strategy in the postJtvw II period (I) 
Leffler, "The American Conception of National Security and the 
Beginning of the Cold War, 1945-1948," in Ikenberry 
Ikenberry, "Rethinking the Origins of American Hegemony," in 
Ikenberry · · 
Bacevich, "Strategy of Openness," in Ikenberry 
American strategy in the post-WW II period (II) 
Wade, "The Invisible Hand of the American Empire," in Ikenberry 
Ikenberry, "America's Liberal Grand Strategy: Democracy and National 
Security in the Post-," in Ikenberry 
Ikenberry, "America's Imperial Ambition," in Ikenberry 
Some Post-Cold War ideas on American Grand Strategy 
Huntington, "The Lonely Superpower," in Ikenberry 
Krauthammer, "The Unipolar Moment Revisited," in Ikenberry 
Robert Kagan, "Power and Weakness," Policy Review, No. 1 1 3 ,  June/July 
' 4 '  .  
,J 
, 1 �. I\ � l ' 
I t � ' }  \  •  •  
2002 http://www.policyreview.org/JUN02/kagan print.html) 
10/27 Guest lecturer 
Howard H. Lentner, Professor Emeritus, Baruch College and CUNY 
Graduate Center 
11/3 Read Brzezinski, The Choice, chapters 1 ,  2, and 3 
Read Brzezinski, The. Choice, chapters, 4, 5, and conclusion 
1 1 I 1 0  Bacevich, Washington Rules, chapters Introduction, 1 ,  and 2 
Bacevich, Washington Rules, chapters 3, 4, 5, and 6 
1 1  /  l  7  Group presentations 
11/24 Thanksgiving Recess - University Closed 
12/1 Group presentations 
12/8 Last class 
Group presentations · · 
12/14 Papers due in my mailbox 
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